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The role of tourism in the advancement of mountainous and rural settlements is 
significantly increasing day by day. However, its potential cannot be fully 
exploited because of its incomplete development. Owing to the empirical 
findings of the latest studies, such disjointed progress of tourism is mainly linked 
to the sporadic and unreasonable functioning of the local tourism supply chain 
(LTSC). Considering the imperative consequences of the effectiveness of 
tourism supply-side for the local community and destinations, in this paper, we 
examine whether policy development strategies also recognize disconnection of 
LTSC. The article presents an exhaustive review of the high mountain 
settlement development, rural development, and tourism development 
strategies. The study utilized a systematic review method for the analysis of 
different types of literature materials focusing on tourism supply chain 
management. Furthermore, participatory workshops with local stakeholders 
ensured their voices are heard and responded too. As a result, the analysis of 
thematic development strategies points to the fact that despite considering the 
vital role of tourism for mountain and rural settlement’s economic life, the 
development policies use a narrow approach. Particularly, strategies consider 
tourism impact is only through its direct effects. The recommendations 
presented in the article may facilitate improvements in the LTSC to strengthen 
the integration of agricultural and non-agricultural activities into the tourism 
industry. Based on the study, acknowledging the increasing dependency on 
such a sensitive economic branch as tourism, we suggest the new concept of 
tourism advancement - "supportive tourism". Particularly, the paper suggests 
using tourism as i) starting point for other local innovative solutions, economic 
activities/startups; ii) the first option for the increased demand for services and 
products; iii) support of economic activities with the prospect of expansion; iv) to 
overcome dependence on the local tourism supply chain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


